PSY 241 {0W} : Developmental Psychology   
Paul J. Wolf   pwolf@mail.sampsoncc.edu
Course Description 
This course is a study of human growth and development. Emphasis is placed upon major theories and perspectives as they relate to the physical, cognitive, and psychosocial aspects of development from conception to death. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of development across the life span. This course has been approved to satisfy the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement general education core requirement in social/behavioral sciences. 
Units of Study 
There are 8 units of study or 8 modules as listed below: 
Module 1: Beginnings
Module 2: Infants and Toddlers
Module 3: The Play Years (preschool)
Module 4: The School Years (middle childhood)
Module 5: Adolescence
Module 6: Early Adulthood
Module 7: Middle Adulthood
Module 8: Late Adulthood, Death and Dying
Prerequisite: PSY-150 General Psychology

Although  experience in online course-taking is not required, students should prepare themselves for the unique setting of online learning. Online learning is reading and writing intensive and requires some basic technical skills. Successful online learners are good at scheduling their time in an organized fashion.

If you have not taken an online course, begin by reviewing the "How this Course Works" policies under "Course Information" carefully. Review the Online Learning Links under "External Links." Practice using the Internet and electronic mail, particularly as part of this course site. If you still have questions, don't be afraid to ask your instructor or other college staff for help.
Course Goals 
The overarching goals of this course in human development are to dispel myths about children, dispel myths about aging, and to improve self-knowledge and an understanding of others 

More specifically, a student who successfully completes this course with a "C" or better will have: 
1. Demonstrated basic psychological principles in reading and writing.
2. Demonstrated positive interpersonal skills (i.e., netiquette) in areas such as peer group work and discussion forums.
3. Demonstrated the ability to write in correct English the answers to assigned discussion forum and learning objectives questions (from your study guide). This ability will be demonstrated as students type in their answers and responses to the posted answers of other students in the forum. Students will also demonstrate this ability when they send e-mail answers to learning objectives questions.
4. Demonstrated the ability to communicate effectively with other students and with the instructor in an appropriate, mature manner.
5. Demonstrated the ability to study assignments without supervision and to do acceptable work on all scheduled assignments.
6. Applied reference tools (e.g., dictionaries, thesauruses, library resources, Internet resources, etc.)
7. Illustrated basic skills with regard to using the Internet.
8. Demonstrated use of the vocabulary of Developmental Psychology. 

Major Assignments

Reading Assignments/Module Quizzes  ( 25%) 
Online Writing Assignments (25%)
Collaborative Assignments ( 25%)
Online Assignments ( 25%) 
For a more detailed list of your assignments, click the "Modules" button at left and look in a specific module folder. You can also look at the "Course Schedule" located under the “Syllabus”, “Modules” and the "Schedule" headings.
Textbook 
Required Textbook 
Berger, K. S. The Developing Person Through the Lifespan (8th ed.) New York: The Worth Publishers, 2008.  ISBN: 1-4292-2040-6   ISBN-13: 978-1-429-22040-8
Study Guide . 
Straub, Richard O.  Seasons of Life Study Guide (8th ed.) New York: Worth Publishers, 2008. 
Web site for the book and study guide: 
http://www.worthpublishers.com/bergerlifespan8e/index.htm 
Optional Study Guide: this study guide is part of a full-college course, which also includes five one-hour television programs, 26 half-hour audio programs; and the textbook recommended above. These may be purchased through Annenberg/CPB Multimedia Collection, 1-800-LEARNER 
You may find other useful print resources including helpful secondary textbooks by clicking the "Books" button on the left. 
Required Software 
To access your online course you will need access to the Internet. For best results, use a Netscape or Microsoft Internet browser in version 5 or better. Although there are no absolute requirements, computers with faster Internet connections, faster processors, and more memory will get better results. 
Microsoft Word is the program to use for submitting written assignments.  Works will NOT work!
Keep in mind that if you have difficulties connecting to the class or a slow connection, the problem could be occurring at many levels. For help, look at the "Technical Difficulties" document in "How this Course Works" under "Course Information" or try the “Technical Help Forum” on the course Discussion Board Forum.  Also, by all means, use the SCC Distance Learning Lab (T-207), located on the SCC Campus, just across the hall from the SCC Nursing Department.
Grading Scale 
A total of 1000 points are available in this course. Scores will be posted in the Grade Book under "Tools" in as timely a manner as possible. 
Your final grade will be based on the following scale: 
· 0900-1000+ points=A 
· 0800-0899 points=B 
· 0700-0799 points=C 
· 0600-0699 points=D  
· 0000-0599 points=F  
Areas of Evaluation:  Points for this course will come from the following areas:  
 Academic Integrity 
· Writing Assignments (WA=25% of your grade) 
· Collaborative (Discussion board) Assignments ( DB=25% of your grade) 
· Online Writing Assignments (OWA=25 % of your grade) 
· Reading Assignments /Module Quizzes (MQ=25% of your grade)  
In addition to good academic performance, students should exhibit honesty and integrity.  All writing assignments will be submitted through Safe Assign to make sure that students are not submitting someone else’s work (or plagiarizing).  If there is any question that academic honesty and integrity are not honored, students will be required to redo assignments in the presence of an instructor-selected monitor. Proof of dishonesty, including plagiarism, will make students subject to disciplinary action. Consult your college catalog for more information. 
Access/Disability Policy 
Sampson Community College is committed to insuring that all students have access to and the opportunity to participate in the College’s programs and services.  Student Support Services, located in the Student Services Division, provides services to students with disabilities. These students must self-identify and be able to provide appropriate documentation. Students with special needs who may require accommodations are responsible for requesting these services.  Students with documented disabilities will be afforded accommodations in their classes consistent with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. You should notify your instructor within the first week of classes if you have a disability for which you would like to request assistance. Additional assistance may be obtained from Ms. Tonita Smith in Student Services (Ext. 2025). Please understand that the college is unable to provide you any accommodation unless you provide professional documentation of your disability and a timely notification of your needs.
Attendance, Withdrawal and Tardy Policy:  
Attendance in an online course is based on completion of graded assignments.  Successful completion and submission of an assignment constitutes one attendance.  
If an assignment is submitted late, 10% of the maximum score for that assignment is deducted daily.  If a late assignment is not graded in a day or two, it is the student's responsibility to notify the instructor that the assignment has been submitted and the reason for the delay. If an assignment is not received within 10  days of the due date, it is no longer acceptable, and a grade of  ZERO is "earned", and one absence is accumulated.
Once a student's absences + tardies exceed 15% of the total course assignments, he or she will be dropped from the web course.  This Policy is consistent with the SCC Attendance Policy for Face-to-Face (F2F) classes and is also in accordance with the N. C. State Administrative Statute as outlined by the North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS).
Remember, Withdrawal (or being dropped from the class) results from either (a) an extended pattern of habitually late assignments or (b) an extended period of inactivity from the student (i.e. you).  Because of this, it is very important to notify your instructor (me) if you are not going to be able to participate in class for a week or more (due to surgery, etc).
In conclusion, attendance=assignments.   Tardies (late assignments) combine to make absences at the rate of three tardies=1 absence.

Schedule of Assignments:  
To receive credit for this course, you must complete the Icebreaker, and the activities in each of the learning modules listed below*: 

Week 1: Complete Icebreaker, Module 1 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board. Due by May 29.

Week 2:  Complete Module 1 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz. Due by June 3.
Week 3:  Complete Module 2 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board.  Due by June 5.
Week 4:   Complete Module 2 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz.  Due by June 10.
Week 5: Complete Module 3 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board. Due by June 12.
Week 6:  Complete Module 3 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz. Due by June 17.
Week 7: Complete Module 4 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board. Due by June 19. 
Week 8: Complete Module 4 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz. Due by June 24. 
Week 9:Complete Module 5 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board.  Due by June 26.
Week 10: Complete Module 5 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz. Due by July 1.
**********************Independence Vacation (July 2-6)********************

Week 11: Complete Module 6 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board.  Due by July 10.

Week 12: Complete Module 6 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz. Due by July 15. 

Week 13: Complete Module 7 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board.  Due by July 17.
Week 14: Complete Module 7 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz.   Due by July 22.

Week 15: Complete Module 8 Writing Assignment & Discussion Board.  Due by July 24.

Week 16: Complete Module 8 Online Writing Assignment and Quiz.  Due by July 29.
Special Notes:  During Summer Session, two weeks worth of (spring semester) assignments will be due each week because 16 weeks worth of assignments is being condensed into 9!  All written assignments must be submitted through Safe Assign, to help prevent plagiarism.
