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Abstract
There are many studies out there that correlate different variables with intelligence like, age, height, sex, geographic location, and race.  I have chosen to correlate intelligence with religion.  This study is not as examined as others mentioned above.  First we must explore what are intelligence and religiosity; next how they relate to each other, and then what is believed contrary to what most studies have found.  The goal of this research is to see if religion has a positive or negative relationship with intelligence.  
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Intelligence and Religion:
Acknowledging Their Relationship
	Consider the following names, Da Vinci, Kant, Plato, Darwin, Einstein, Nixon, and Madonna.  All great minds of their time, but what do they have in common; they all scored gifted and above on their scales for IQ.  What are their differences?  Well, they have many, such as what they did, where they lived, and how they used their geniuses to contribute to society; but did their religion play a key role in how intelligent they were?  This is clearly up for debate, but research is in and we will explore what intelligence and religiosity are, their relationships to each other, and why others may think differently.
	Intelligence is the cognitive ability to understand, learn, cope, think creatively, solve problems, and comprehend concepts in the world around us, biologically and or environmentally (A-Deistic, 2009).  Intelligence is measured in different ways and one way we use is the I.Q. test.  I.Q. stands for intelligence quotient.  This semester we had the option to take intelligence tests as apart of our internet projects.  I took two which were in different forms, multiple-choice and true-false, but both used the same concepts to measure the I.Q. in the end.  They tested general knowledge, verbal, mathematical, spatial, pattern recognition, short- term memory, visualization, and classification (IQ Test Labs, 1999-2008).  After the test scores were tabulated they were compared to others that had taken the tests with aspects of age, geographic location, marital status, and education factors.  The main point was to compare scores of a person of the same status, like age, to someone similar.  Although intelligence is a broad concept, it is a very intriguing component when comparing it to religiosity.
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Religion has many definitions, but one main underlying concept, worship in something bigger than us.  According to the Merriam-Webber Dictionary, religion is the cause, principal, or system of beliefs highlighted by the commitment or devotion to religious faith and observances (Merriam-Webster Inc., 2010).  In the world we live in there are hundreds of religions and different ways in which we show our religiosity, being religious constitutes the actual practice of the religion that is being claimed.  There is a flip side to religiosity and that is atheism.  Atheists do not believe in an unknown entity ruling their world; basically if they cannot see it then it does not exist.  To them it is an irrational thought and not logical (Cheyne, 2009).  This leads us to the discussion of what is the relationship between intelligence and religion.
	The relationship between intelligence and religion at first eluded me; but with a closer examination it makes sense.  Our world is changing everyday.  With increased knowledge comes freer thinking and more examination of the world.  If you think back to Plato’s time a lot was debated about how the world was shaped or what really constituted human behavior.  Then in Kant’s time a lot of questions had been answered from Plato’s time, but still more knowledge was thirsts for and Kant, among others, debated was there a God or higher power ruling everything around us; was that even a “logical” thought (Rossi, 2009).  With people “getting smarter” the concept of religion is diminishing because it is not something they can prove scientifically (Cheyne, 2009).  This is also known as the Flynn Effect.  The Flynn Effect is described as the rise of I.Q. as a country becomes more developed (Cheyne, 2009).  In a study done by PISA, Programme for International Student Assessment, and a group of 15 year olds from different countries all around the world were given an I.Q. test and asked, “how important religion was in their life (A-Diestic, 2006).”  The study revealed students in countries where 
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religion was very important had a lower I.Q. than the other countries where religion wasn’t very important.  For example, in Pakistan, religion was important to 91% of the students and their I.Q. was only 81; and in Japan only 12% felt religion was very important and their I.Q. averaged 105.  That is a big difference and it was pretty consistent across the board if religion was important then the I.Q. was lower than other countries that religion was not so important; so intelligence is negatively related to religion and the correlation is strong1.  In about 90% of studies that are done on the relationship between religion and intelligence it is shown that as intelligence goes up, religiosity goes down (Cheyne, 2009).
	Although most studies show that there is a negative correlation between religion and intelligence, it still leaves me with the question of why?  Yes, I know that every study answers this question by saying there is not anything tangible to prove or disprove religions, and therefore it is eventually abandoned.  If someone asked me to prove it to them and I handed them a Bible, if they didn’t believe the words that they read, there wouldn’t be much I could do to really prove it to them other than testimony from others of the same religion.  I cannot take them to my God.  Going back to some of the great minds on my list they too struggled with religion and intelligence.  Darwin for instance, believed in evolution, not a God that built everything on Earth in 6 days.  He was very smart intellectually, but he didn’t put science with religion.  In the article, Atheism Rising, it calls Atheism the “disease of the learned (Cheyne, 2009).”  Is religion really going away as our world grows?  The more knowledge we obtain are we starting to feel we are “God-like” because we think we are ‘know it all’s?”  If that is the future, it scares me.  Without a true spiritual foundation, where will our moral compass end up?  With separation of church and state brewing in big debates everyday, we’re headed for disaster. 
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Appendix
I.Q. and Religion1
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The dot circled is the data for the United States.
Pakistan, religion was important to 91% of the students and their I.Q. was only 81
Japan only 12% felt religion was very important and their I.Q. averaged 105
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